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OPEN STATEMENT TO THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO TEMERTY
FACULTY OF MEDICINE FROM JEWISH PHYSICIAN FACULTY

The Israel Gaza War is causing agony for many TFOM faculty and polarization in the TFOM.

We feel immense anguish over the suffering and deaths of innocent Israelis and
Palestinians. We believe in the right of both Israelis and Palestinians to self-determination
and statehood.

Yet, on the streets of Toronto and in the TFOM itself, the hostile and belligerent position
towards Jews who identify with the state of Israel, or who identify as Zionists, is
discriminatory.

The distinction between anti-Zionism and antisemitism is tissue thin. Only for Jews is self-
determination and autonomy — Zionism — denounced as a racist endeavour. Only for Jews
is living in their indigenous homeland considered “colonialism”.

We, therefore, hold the following as central to our identity as Jews in the TFOM:

e We affirm the right of TFOM faculty to be openly Zionist and to support the right
of Israel to exist and defend itself as a Jewish state and for those faculty to be free
of public ostracism, recrimination, exclusion, and discrimination in the TFOM.

e To us, being a Zionist in 2023 means that we accept the right and the necessity of
the survival of the Jewish people, and the existence of a Jewish state that ensures
their survival. Anything that undermines or threatens Israel’s survival, undermines,
or threatens the existence of the Jewish people and is, ipso facto, antisemitic.

e We know that accusations against Israel as “apartheid”, “colonialist”, or “white
supremacist” or committing genocide are mendacious and aim to promote the
argument that Israel should be dismantled as a Jewish state, making such
accusations themselves antisemitic.

e We reject as antisemitic any blame on Israel for Hamas’ slaughter of Jews and non-
Jews, and any justification for the slaughter because of historical context,
opposition to settlements and occupation, or legitimate resistance.

e We reject as antisemitic any claims of equivalency between the Israeli people’s
right to self-defence against terrorist groups who seek to annihilate Israel and the
Jewish people, and the Hamas terror attacks against Israeli civilians.



e We reject as antisemitic any claims of equivalency between the duty of Israel to
rescue its citizens who are being held hostage by Hamas and the Hamas terror
attacks against Israeli civilians.

e We reject as antisemitic the imposition of a collective political responsibility on
Jews to denounce Israel simply because they are Jews.

e We affirm the right of Jews alone to define antisemitism for themselves absent any
interference from those outside of the Jewish community.

e We implore the TFOM in any investigation of antisemitism to apply the
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of antisemitism.

e We reject the expectation that Jews must reach total consensus on the definition
of antisemitism; we know that the vast majority of Jewish TFOM faculty endorse
the IHRA definition; and we disavow the weight given to a tiny minority of Jewish
faculty who object to the IHRA definition.

e We abjure the cover of “academic freedom” within the TFOM to permit
unrestrained antagonism by some TFOM faculty to Zionist Jews and their
publicization of grotesque and antisemitic characterizations of Israel, the only
Jewish state.

e We believe that academic freedom is not absolute. In particular, leaders in
academic medicine with power over learners and faculty, who in some cases are
the sole leader responsible for thousands of learners and faculty, should not be
issuing statements which collide with equity, diversity and inclusion for Jews or
which make Jews feel unsafe and unwelcome in the TFOM and which are
unrelated or unessential to their core academic role, research, and publishing of
results.

e We ask and expect that Jews receive the same consideration and protection that
the TFOM provides to other minority groups.

Respectfully,
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Mark Mandell, MD FRCSC, Department of Ophthalmology and Vision
Sciences

Stephen Gelber, MD, FRCPC, Assistant Professor

Gillian Spiegle, MD, FRCPC, Department of Medicine

Lori Weisberg, MD, FRCPC, Department of medicine, lecturer

Eric Goldszmidy, MD, FRCPC, Medicine/Anesthesia and Pain Management
Stephen Lewis, MD, Surgery

Zeev Friedman, MD, Anesthesia

Rita Katznelson, MD FRCPC, Anesthesia and Pain Management

Peter Carlen, MD, FRCPC, Medicine, Physiology, BME, UHN

Ken Jaskolka, MD, Family and Community Medicine

Batya Grundland, MD MEd CCFP FCFP, Department of Family and
Community Medicine



150.
151.
152.
153.
154.
155.
156.
157.
158.
159.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164.
165.
166.
167.
168.
169.
170.
171.
172.
173.
174.
175.
176.
177.
178.
179.
180.
181.
182.
183.

184.
185.

186.
187.
188.
189.
190.
191.
192.
193.
194.
195.

Josh Gleicher, MD FRCPC, Assistant Professor

Audrey Segal, MD FRCPC, Department of Paediatrics

Nathan Zilbert, MD, MEd, FRCSC, Surgery

Paul Druzin, FCFP, department of family medicine

Adena Scheer, MD FRCSC, Medicine

Jory Simpson, MD med, Department of Surgery

Noah Ivers, MD CCFP PhD, DFCM

Paul Tenenbein, FRCPC, Anesthesiology and Pain Medicine
Michael Brandt, MD, FRCSC, Otolaryngology

Diana Tamir, MD, FRCPC, Anesthesia

Neil Goldenberg, MD, Anesthesia and Pain Medicine

Kevin Schwartz, MD, DLSPH

Sam Elfassy, MD FRCPC, Medicine

Darrell Ginsberg, MD, DFCM lecturer

Sheila Riazi, MD FRCPC, Anesthesia

Jeffrey Mosko, MD, MSc, FRCPC, Department of medicine

Carly Schenker, MD, CCFP, Department of Family & Community Medicine
Lisa Dubrofsky, MDCM, FRCPC, Medicine

Laurence Rubin, MD, FRCPC, Professor, Faculty of Medicine

Jesse Wolfstadt, MD, MSc, FRCSC, Department of Surgery

Paul Zalan, MD, Medicine

Jon Barrett, MD, FRCSC, OBGYN

Rachel Glicksman, MD MSc FRCPC, Medicine/ Radiation Oncology
Robert Nitkin, MD FRCPC FACC, Faculty of Medicine

Sheila Jacobson, MBBCh FRCPC, Pediatrics

Gideon Hirschfield, MB BChir FRCP PhD, Medicine

Michael Gould, MD FRCPC, Medicine

Jennifer Hirsch, MD FRCPC, Lecturer

Suzanne Duchen, MD FRCPC, Lecturer

Steve Gottesman, MD, Family medicine

Shaun Singer, MD, FRCSC, Ophthalmology

Jeffrey Jipton, PhD MD FRCPC, Medicine

Sharon Domb, MD, CCFP, FCFP, Faculty of Medicine

Lawrence Walters, BA MD CCFP FCFP FIAIME, Family and Community
Medicine

Jacob Langer, MD, Department of Surgery

Abe Snaiderman, MD, FRCPC, Neuropsychiatry, Asst. Professor, Psychiatry
and Medicine [PMR]

Ruth Hussman, MD CCFP FCFP, Family Medicine

Suzanne Lilker, MD FRCP, Anesthesia

Barry Strauss, MD CCFP FCFP, Family medicine

Erin Norris, MD, FRCPC, Assistant Professor, Department of Medicine
Ellen Warner, MD FRCPC FACP, Professor, Department of Medicine
Jeremy Rezmovitz, MD CCFP, Family and Community Medicine
Allan Slomovic, MSc, MD, FRCSC, Professor, Ophthalmology

Mark Katz, MD, FRCP(C), Psychiatry

Arielle Berger, MD, Department of Medicine

Allan Rosenbluth, FRCPC, Lecturer



196.
197.
198.
199.
200.
201.
202.
203.
204.
205.
206.
207.
208.
209.
210.
211.
212.

213.
214.
215.
216.
217.
218.
219.
220.
221.
222.

223.
224.
225.
226.
227.

228.
229.
230.
231.
232.
233.
234.
235.
236.
237.

238.
239.
240.

Sarah Ingber, MD FRCPC, Department of medicine
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Jody Widman, MD, CCFP, DFCM

Maya Dahan, MCDM, FRCPC, FAAP, Pediatrics
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Josh Kosta, MD, CCFP, DFCM

Bradley Strauss, MD, FRCP(C), Medicine

Daniel Burd, MD, CCFP, Family Medicine
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Jarred Rosenberg, MD, FRCPC, Medicine
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